Name: ________________________________________  Date: __________________________  Period: __________
“The Outcasts of Poker Flat” by Bret Harte
Literal Questions:

1.      Who are the outcasts of Poker Flat?
2.      Why are Oakhurst and the others forced to leave town?
3.      Who are Tom Simpson and Piney Woods? Why is Tom so glad to run into Oakhurst?
4.      What has happened to each character by the story’s end? Which two might still be alive?
Interpretive Questions:
1.      Why doesn’t John Oakhurst tell the others the truth about what Uncle Billy had done?
2.      As they lay dying, the Duchess asks Piney if she can pray.  When Piney replies, “no,” why does the Duchess feel relieved?
3.      What about the story makes it an example of Regionalism?
4.      Which character did you like the most?  Why?
5.      Which character(s) in the story would you call heroic?  why?
6.      Did Oakhurst do the right thing making Tom wait so long to go for help? Why or why not?
Experience-Based Questions:
1.      Does society still have “outcasts”?  Is so, name some and explain how they are “outcasts.”
2.      Do you believe in luck?  How about Fate? Why or why not?
3.      What does it take to survive a disaster?
4.      Several of the characters in this story are stereotypes.  Many situational comedies use stereotypical characters to add humor to their shows.  Who are some of your favorite stereotypical characters in comedy? Name 3 and explain how they fit their stereotype.  (Examples:  the dumb jock, the air-head, the nerd, the rebel, momma’s boy, slacker, the eccentric, the naïve, and the bumbling fool)
