Sentence Complements: Direct Objects, Indirect Objects, Objective Complements, 

Predicate Nominatives, and Predicate Adjectives

Directions: Complete the following definitions and activities at each station you visit.  Then, create two original sentences that include each type of sentence complement.  Always follow the steps!

Complement:  a word or group of words that completes the meaning of the predicate of a sentence

Direct Object: a _______________, _______________, or _______________ _____ _______________ that receives the _________________ of the verb.

Type of verb:

To find the Direct Object, ask this question:

What is the Direct Object in the following sentences?

While his parents were away, Skyler hosted a party.  ______________

Today in History we are discussing the Cold War.  _________________

Your turn (write two sentences and circle the Direct Object):
Indirect Object:  a _______________ or _______________ that appears only with a _______________  _______________ and names the _______________ or _______________ that something is given to or done for.

Type of verb:

To find the Indirect Object, ask this question:

What is the Indirect Object in the following sentences?

Someone should teach those kids some manners!  __________________

Mary tossed her brother a tangerine from the picnic basket.  __________________

Your turn (write two sentences and circle the Indirect Object):

Objective Complement:  an _________________ or _________________ that follows the ________________ ________________ and describes or renames it.

To fine the Objective Complement, ask this question:

What is the Objective Complement in the following sentences?

The young couple named their new daughter Estelle.  ________________

All of the reviews declared the new musical a success.  ________________

Your turn (write two sentences and circle the Objective Complement):
Predicate Nominative:  a _________________ or _________________ that occurs only with a _________________  _________________ and _________________ , _________________ , or _________________ the subject of the sentence.

What is the Predicate Nominative in the following sentences?

Mrs. Steen is the principal of Rogers Heritage High School. _____________________

The mascot of Rogers Heritage High School will be the War Eagle. __________________
Your turn (write two sentences and circle Predicate Nominative):

Predicate Adjective:  an _________________ that occurs only with a _________________  _________________ and _________________ the subject of the sentence.

What is the Predicate Adjective in the following sentences?

My Spring Break trip to Florida was relaxing. ___________________

“Jabberwocky” is confusing because of the nonsense words.  ______________
Your turn:

In your own words:

What is the difference between a Direct Object and an Indirect Object?

What is the difference between a Direct Object and a Predicate Nominative?

What is the difference between a Predicate Adjective and an Objective Complement?

Direct Objects

Direct Object: a noun, pronoun, or group of words that receives the action of an action verb.

· To find the Direct Object, ask “what got verbed”?

Example: The rock broke the window.

Subject: rock

verb: broke


Question: What got broken?  
Answer: window

Direct Object: window

Example: Danny kicked the ball to score the winning point!

Subject: Danny

verb: kicked

Question: what got kicked?
Answer: ball

Direct object: ball

Example: Brandon turned in his rough draft after the deadline.

Subject: Brandon

verb: turned it

Question: what got turned in?

Answer: rough draft

Direct object: rough draft

Example: In Biology, Mrs. Irvin will explain the lab experiment before the students try it.

Subject: Mrs. Irvin

verb: will explain

Questions: what got explained?
Answer: the lab experiment

Direct Object: experiment

Indirect Objects

Indirect Object:  a noun or pronoun that appears only with direct object and names the person or thing that something is given to or done for.

· Type of verb: Action

· To find the Indirect Object, analyze the sentence in this order: 


subject – verb – direct object – to or for whom/what?

Example: Mariah promised her cousin a souvenir from New York City.

subject: Mariah

verb: promised



what got promised? a souvenir  

Direct Object: souvenir

to whom?  her cousin

Indirect Object: cousin

Example: The parents threw their daughter a Sweet Sixteen Party.

Subject: parents

verb: threw

what got thrown?  A Sweet Sixteen Party
Direct Object: Sweet Sixteen Party

for whom?  their daughter

Indirect Object: daughter

Example: His know-it-all attitude gives me a headache.

subject: attitude

verb: gives

what got given? headache

direct object: headache

to whom?  me

Indirect Object: me

Objective Complement

Objective Complement:  an adjective or noun that follows the direct object and describes or renames it.

· Objective Complements must have Action Verbs because they only come with Direct Objects, which can only come with Action Verbs.

· To find the Objective Complement, ask: Verb – Direct Object – What?

The substitute teacher found the students in second hour most cooperative.

subject: teacher

verb: found

what got found?  students

direct object: students

found students what?  cooperative

Objective Complement: cooperative

Over Spring Break, she dyed her hair bright, metallic red.

subject: she

verb: dyed

what got dyed?  hair

direct object: hair

dyed hair what?  red

Objective Complement: hair

Meg had colored every one of her Easter Eggs blue.

subject: Meg

verb: had colored

what got colored? Eggs

direct object: Eggs

colored eggs what? blue

Objective Complement: blue

Predicate Nominative
Predicate Nominative:  a noun or pronoun that occurs only with a linking verb and renames , identifies , or explains the subject of the sentence.

· Predicate Nominatives occur only with Linking Verbs, which link the predicate to the subject of the sentence.

· Think of the Linking Verb as an Equal Sign =; the subject is equal to the predicate

Variety is the spice of life.

subject: Variety

linking verb: is

Predicate nominative: spice

Variety = spice

The Cold War was a period of conflict and tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.

subject: Cold War

linking verb: was

Cold War = period

The Empire State Building, Ellis Island, and Central Park are all tourist attractions in New York City.

subject: Empire State Building, Ellis Island, Central Park



linking verb: are

Predicate nominative: attractions

Empire State Building, Ellis Island, Central Park = attractions

Predicate Adjective

Predicate Adjective:  an adjective that occurs only with a Linking Verb and describes the subject of the sentence.

· Predicate Adjectives are in the predicate but describe the subject of the sentence

· Linking Verbs link the Predicate Adjective to the Subject

The line for tickets has grown long in the last 10 minutes alone.

subject: line


verb: has grown

Predicate Adjective: long

long describes line

The Science textbook was informative yet a bit boring.

subject: textbook

verb: was

Predicate Adjective: informative, boring

Informative and boring describe textbook

Anna Boleyn’s last words, “Oh God, have pity on my soul.  Oh God, have pity on my soul,” must have been shocking to hear.

subject: words


verb: must have been

Predicate Adjective: shocking

Shocking describes words

