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Nature, by Ralph Waldo Emerson
Read the passage and answer the following questions:

In this excerpt from Nature, Emerson uses vivid imagery to describe the exaltation human beings can experience when they really see the natural world around them. Most people, Emerson believes, lose that sense of wonder and delight in nature as they grow older, but those adults who retain that sense remain youthful in spirit all their lives. Emerson explains that humans and plants are both part of the same natural world and that our delight in nature comes from our perception of this relationship. Beauty and grandeur are not only to be found in nature but also in our perception and response to it.

1. In your own words, define imagery:

2. In your own words, define grandeur:
3. Do you agree with Emerson’s ideas about nature and its relationship to maintaining a “youthful spirit”? Do you think you will like or dislike Emerson’s essay? Why do you think you will like or dislike the essay?

As you read “from Nature”, answer the following questions:
4. Imagery: In the first paragraph, to which of the five senses does Emerson appeal?

5. Reading Check: According to the first paragraph, how would people respond if the stars came out only one night every thousand of years?

6. Paraphrase: Re-write the third paragraph in your own words. Use at least 5 sentences.

7. Reading Check: How does Emerson define the “lover of nature”?

8. Imagery: On p. 183, what images do you find in the top half of the first column? What effect are these images supposed to have on readers?

9. Reading Check: p. 183, second column: What does Emerson think and feel when he stands in the woods?

10. Imagery: What image does Emerson conjure in the first paragraph in the second column of p. 183? What effect does this image have on him?

After you read “from Nature”, answer the following questions:
11. Respond to Literature: Emerson says, “To speak truly, few adult persons can see nature.” He sees children as having the advantage over adults when it comes to experiencing nature directly. Do you agree with Emerson? What do people seem to lose as they grow older?
12. Main Idea: Review each paragraph of the essay. Then, write one statement from each paragraph that you think sums up the main idea of that paragraph. You should have six main ideas.


Main Idea: A long paragraph extends from p. 182 through the second column of p. 183. What is the main idea of this long paragraph? List three specific details he provides in the long paragraph to support the main idea.
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	4
	The answer identifies the main idea and lists three details from the paragraph that support the main idea.

	3
	The answer identifies the main idea and lists two details from the paragraph that support the main idea.

	2
	The answer identifies the main idea and lists one detail from the paragraph that support the main idea.

	1
	The answer identifies the main idea but doesn’t list details from the paragraph that support the main idea.

	0
	Off topic or does not identify the main idea; doesn’t list details that support the main idea.
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